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Washer Maintenance & Detergents
Odor Removal

Hand wash inner tub and rubber seals with bleach.  Place 5 TBSP (table spoons) Cascade Lemon powder dishwasher soap and 1 cup of bleach in tub. Run hot wash/cold rinse cycle with no clothes in machine.  Repeat as needed to remove odor & then every 1-2 months after that to prevent odor.

Black & Mold Removal

(Mold often creates staining that can not be removed even though the actual mold may be gone).  

Apply chlorine bleach with a damp sponge using a light stroke, do not rub.  Let dry, check stains and repeat as needed.

Detergent usage
Almost any detergent can be used in any washer, but there are detergents that perform better in High Efficiency machines, HE detergents are strongly recommended for High Efficiency machines.  It has been proven that liquid detergents cause more soap build-up leading to odor than powders.  And in most machines you can reduce the amount of detergent used by ½ to ¾ the amount recommended.  This will vary by machine and water hardness.  You can check for effectiveness by opening your machine in the middle of the wash cycle.  You should see a small layer of suds, but not a pile of suds and with the HE detergents little or no suds.  

Recommendations:

Run washer more than once a week, standing water is left in a small amount in inner tub and create odor and mold problems.  Leave doors open, whether it is the detergent door or tub door, leaving open lets water evaporate.  Cut down on detergent and dilute fabric softener, both are generally concentrated and can be diluted, liquid form of detergent especially.  
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